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Why Great Lakes Bible College? 
Shawn Edward Leblanc 
 
When I was still a new Christian in Moncton, NB, someone who knew that I wanted to serve, 

recommended Great Lakes Bible College. So, I asked myself, “Why GLBC?”  I mean, “why that 

particular Bible college?” As it turned out, the answer didn’t really come to me until I had been 

there for a year.  

I had no idea that there was so much to learn. I learned about how the Bible was written, preserved 

and how we are able to reconstruct the text from all of those copies. I learned about Church history 

and how we got to where we are now. I also learned the difference between doctrine and opinion.  

The one skill that the Bible College helped with the most was how to study and understand the Bible for myself. That 

went far beyond just knowing how to use things like concordances and Bible dictionaries. It taught me how to think for 

myself and to do my own research. It taught me how to study the Bible personally and directly. It gave me a method for 

preparing sermons and Bible classes. I learned to ask smart questions about the writer, the recipients and the reasons for 

which the work was written. This uncovered those portable Biblical principles that span the centuries and apply today. I 

guess you could say, that my time at the Bible College has equipped me for a lifetime of learning.  

Here are some things that stand out to me, about GLBC:  

The school is served by knowledgeable instructors who are well known in the brotherhood. They are grounded in God’s 

word and are godly men. 

GLBC offers great courses. They cover the whole Bible from start to finish and include classes ranging from Spiritual 

Disciplines to Church History.  The instructors challenge you to learn, to think and reason with an open mind and to 

see things that you have never seen before. 

All of these courses are taught in a Canadian setting. Students do not have to cross cultural lines to get an education and 

then cross them again when they come back home. Practical work experience takes place right here in Canada.  

GLBC is very affordable, with fees at just a fraction of our US counterparts. 

Serving in Winnipeg at perhaps the largest congregation in Canada, I am challenged daily in unexpected ways. I attribute 

my ability to rise to those challenges to the time that I spent at GLBC. In addition to academic learning, I gained 

experience by preaching for smaller congregations within driving distance of the school. GLBC requires students to earn 

field education credits and to do a 300 hour internship in order to earn a Bachelor of Theology Degree.  

This is a win-win relationship for the school and the church. Students grow their skills while churches are built up and 

encouraged. I urge more congregations to take advantage of what the school has to offer.  

Great Lakes Bible College is a school for Canadian churches and I believe we all need to do what we can to keep it 

growing and viable. I am very thankful for my time there and pray that it will continue to succeed. 
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“For the Lord Gives Wisdom” Proverbs 2:6a 

A Course in God’s Books of Wisdom by Paul Birston 

Life today is complex and often stressful but our faith and trust in God will help us thrive 
spiritually and make right decisions. In addition to the strength of our faith and trust in God, 
He gives us wisdom to guide us. As Proverbs 2:6 says, “For the LORD gives wisdom, From 
His mouth come knowledge and understanding.” Wisdom for living in this complex age is 
God’s gift to all who ask in faith: “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).   

Hokmah is a Hebrew word for wisdom relating to practical skill and the ability to make wise 
decisions.  Mashal, the Hebrew word for proverb, derives from ‘rule’ and refers to having mastery over one’s words. 
Wisdom was with God “at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old”  (Proverbs 8:22). Wisdom is a major 
theme in both Old and New Testaments finding its ultimate expression in Jesus Christ “in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). 

Our fall course Wisdom Literature was all about appreciating and applying God’s wisdom. For three hours 
Monday evenings, an average of 24 people gathered in person and online to delve into God’s word. Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Job came to life for us. A collection of online study resources added value. This 
approach’s flexibility was evident when we broadcast the course live and interactively, one week, from British 
Columbia.  

Here is what some of our students said:  

“The class on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Job was a rich journey in time unwrapping the hidden 
gems of God left for our enrichment and edification in Him. I truly enjoyed the depth of the teaching through 
Scriptures and the interactive discussions that took place.” (Kyle) 

“The study opened my eyes to God’s loving guidance in His Word so we can develop wisdom, perseverance, joy, 
and a trust these will guide our feet all the way to eternal life with Him. Thanks for providing the opportunity to 
grow in Christ.” (Indra) 

“The GLBC study method is of great benefit as it provides an organized plan and brings to light points of Scripture 
that may be overlooked. We are told to study for a purpose. We are blessed when we do - 1 Cor. 15:58.” (Richard) 

“Thank you for introducing me to GLBC through the Psalms and Proverbs classes.... It made signing up to a 
college course less intimidating and doable. I look forward to the fall line-up of classes that will be offered. I see it 
as money well invested.” (Donna) 

Church group audit and credit courses are a great way to grow in God’s Word and prepare for further service with 
Him. If you would like to host a course from your congregation please contact Dave Knutson.  

GLBC Minor Prophets Class 



 

Here is our gift to the college of 

 $500   $250  $100  $50  

 We prefer to give $ _________ 

Our cheque is enclosed and is made payable to: 

Great Lakes Bible College 

4875 King St., Beamsville, ON LOR IB6 
and/or 

Monthly withdrawals of _______ from my Canadian bank 

account 

 Visa 

 Master Card  

on the ______ day of the month until further notice. 
We can change this monthly giving arrangement at any time by 
contacting Great Lakes Bible College in writing.   May 2018 

 

 

 

Great Lakes Bible College 

Providing a university-level program of Bible 

education to prepare students for effective 

spiritual living, Christian service, and worldwide 

evangelism. 

 

Name __________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________ 

Yes, I'd like to help the Kingdom grow …  

News & Notes 

We are pleased to report that 42 students studied with us during our 2017-2018 academic 

year.  They selected from among 15 different courses, three of which were one week 

intensive studies. Ten of our classes were available live and online while overall attendance 

included students from Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Ohio.  

We are doing our part to advance Biblical knowledge and leadership skills from coast to 

coast within churches of Christ in Canada. Web-

conferencing allows us to bring the classroom into 

homes and congregations across our country. Online 

archives empower students to study on their own 

schedule and advance at their own pace.  

We are looking for ways to partner with churches who 

want to grow and people who want to serve. Church 

sponsored internships are one way for congregations 

to provide on-the-job training and, when completed 

for academic credit, help our students to fulfill their 

requirements and develop their skills 

Please help us to help you in your efforts to grow the 

Lord’s kingdom in your home congregation.  
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Promotional Dinner April 28, 2018 

Faculty & Staff 

Special thanks to all who participated in the Great Lakes Bible 
College Graduation and Promotional Dinner on April 28.  In his 
address, Paul Birston encouraged us to  study ‘The Twelve.”  Though 
we know them as the ‘Minor Prophets,’ Paul reminded us that they 
are minor only in length and deserve a better title.  We were pleased 
to award two scholarships, each one funded by the generosity of a 
family. David Nickele and Ron Sampson shared the Bailey 
Scholarship, provided by Garry and Janet Bailey. Kim Huliganga 
received the Becky Hibbard-Morgan Memorial Scholarship, 
established by Bob and Beth Hibbard.  

Donations in support of the school came to $14,080. 

In Memory of: 

 Stan Baker 

  Meaford Church of Christ 

 Dr. Barbara Berner 

  Marvin & Mildred Johnson 

 Don MacKenzie 

  Art & Ruby Ford 

  Lionel & Bonnie Weir 

 Blanche Maddeaux 

  Geoffrey & Doreen Ellis 

  Art & Ruby Ford 

 Roy & Nelle Merritt 

  Paul & Margaret Birston 

  

 Harvey Parker 

  Wayne & Helen Parker 

 Bruce Robinson 

  Geoffrey & Doreen Ellis 

 Harry & Edith Stevens 

  Wayne & Helen Parker 

 Jim Wilson 

  Lionel & Bonnie Weir 

 
In Honour of:  

 Goldie Whitehead’s Birthday 

  Shirley Vine 

Tributes    November 16, 2017 – May 10, 2018 

Full-time Students 

Board Members Faculty & Students 

Page 4 of 6 



What’s in a Name? by Dave Knutson 

At Great Lakes Bible College, the Bible department is the school. We major in the Bible 
and all things pertaining to it.  A peek at our fall course offerings may not impress, until 
you stop and think about what they are and why they are important.  After all, what’s in a 
name?  

Biblical Geography affirms that God-given religion is rooted in history.  It’s about the 
great acts of God in space and time. It’s about real people travelling and trading, farming 
and fighting in landscapes that remain. The story of the Bible is fact based, capable of 
both corroboration and falsification. It is a story preserved by inspiration, that’s down to 
earth but not just of the earth.  

When evidence is buried in the ground, there’s no getting at it without digging. Biblical 
Archaeology does just that: it uncovers what’s been uncovered about things found in the 
Bible. It is a perfect example of science and revelation going hand in hand. Sometimes the stones speak for 
themselves, but the definitive answer to the question ‘what do these stones mean?’ always comes from the Bible.  
This course is lively but not live and available from our archives.  

We take a brisk walk in the Gospel of Mark to keep up with Jesus as he acts with purpose and speaks with 
authority.  Everything is done immediately, with Jesus in perpetual motion, hurrying to leave nothing undone. It is 
a gospel filled with the good news that the Kingdom of God is about to arrive with power on earth.  

It’s back to the future in Major Prophets I, focused on Isaiah and Jeremiah, men called by God to call his people 
back. The story of Israel’s spiritual crisis plays out like a slow moving train-wreck. It is hard to believe that they just 
didn’t get it.  God would certainly never allow Jerusalem to fall! Until he did.  Yet hope remained. A messiah was 
coming, ‘God with Us,’ and with him a new covenant written upon the heart.  

When Jesus promised to build his church, he meant for it to last (Matthew 16:18).  He also meant for it to be 
organized according to his will. Church of Christ is a study of the church which Jesus founded through the 
apostles and prophets and in which the Holy Spirit dwells. It’s a full semester given to ‘Ecclesiology,’ to understand 
the purpose, the work and worship of God’s new Israel.  

One of the ‘works’ of the church is to instruct and teach, to disciple and mentor.  Christian Education examines 
how to do that in an organized way and as a collective body.    

Introduction to Bible Studies is a course is about getting started as a student at the Bible College.  It answers 
questions like: How do I go about studying the Bible? How do I research a subject, cite my sources and organize a 
term paper?  How do I use the library and manage my time? It is an introduction to academic life at GLBC.  

What’s in a name? Actually quite a lot. Come sample what the Bible College serves up each and every semester.  

Fall 2018 Course Offerings 

Our term begins on August 27 with an intensive one week short course at Camp Omagh in Milton, Ontario.  

Former missionary to Papua New Guinea and now evangelist for the North West congregation in Regina, Leslie 
Williams will be our instructor. World Missions is offered for two hours of academic credit.   Students may elect 
to live on campus or commute.  Auditors are welcome. The world is at our doorstep. Cross-cultural evangelism is 
happening at the back-yard fence.  Please plan to join us for a week of study and fellowship.  

Waterloo Campus & Online Studies 
Biblical Geography   Tuesday 9:00 — noon 
Gospel of Mark   Tuesday 1:00 — 4:00 pm 
Major Prophets I   Wednesday 9:00 — noon  
Church of Christ    Wednesday 1:00 — 4:00 pm 
Intro to Biblical Studies   Thursday 9:00 — noon 
Christian Education   Thursday 1:00 — 4:00 pm 

All classes are offered live, online and from our archive. Online students may participate in real-time via web-conferencing or view classes 
from our archives. Please contact Dave Knutson for enrolment details at academics@glbc.ca or at 519-342-3040. 
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Equipping Oneself to Make Disciples  by Nathan Brown 

We all remember the Great Commission, Jesus' final command before ascending to heaven:  

“As you go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19-20).   

We often think of this passage in terms of sending out foreign missionaries, and that is one 
valid application of the passage, but not its only application. Jesus did not say how far one 
must go before the command to make disciples applies. When walking to the grocery store I 
am ‘going’, just as much as someone ‘going’ to the other side of the Earth for the express 
purpose of teaching the lost.  Jesus also does not limit this command to some special sub-group within the 
church. While He is addressing the disciples on this particular occasion, presumably the command to make 
disciples falls under “everything I have commanded you.” Therefore, I should be looking for opportunities to 
influence the people around me for Christ wherever I am, whoever I am. 

I understand that Christians can influence people in a number of ways. Something as simple as buying a meal or 
listening when people want to get things ‘off their chest,’ can relate to the Great Commission. Eventually, 
someone is going to have to share the specifics of what God has done and what He expects of those who follow 
Him. This process is bound to evoke questions. Sometimes that means digging into the Scriptures. At other 
times, particularly when teaching the un-churched, those questions may call for answers that are philosophical or 
apologetic in nature. No matter the question, familiarity with popular misunderstandings of scripture and 
challenges to it will help make one more effective in teaching the gospel. Biblical knowledge is one thing and 
personal skills another. Communication skills are key to sharing what you know with those who are seeking. If 
we boil it down, there are at least three sorts of knowledge involved in disciple-making:  

1) A knowledge of Scripture 
2) Insight into what lies behind the questions and the ability to relate 
3) Effective communication skills.  

The question is, what is the best way to acquire both knowledge and skills?  

Some of it comes by personal study.  There is no short-cut to knowing the Scriptures nor is there a substitute. 
We must all give diligence to this (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15). Many people study principles of effective communication to 
facilitate their personal or business lives. The same is true of learning to share the gospel. However, 
understanding how to answer people's misconceptions about Scripture and their challenges to it is difficult and 
potentially dangerous to do in isolation, especially for a new disciple. Knowing where to begin and what 
information one needs to search out is often difficult for those who lack experience. Lacking a framework to 
distinguish logically between good interpretations and bad, some disciples may be converted instead of 
converting others.  It is especially true of Bible study that ‘iron sharpens iron.’ Studying with like-minded 
disciples with more experience will help deepen one's understanding of Scripture and sharpen study skills.   

Disciples who want to effectively disciple others need mentors of 
their own.  Effective mentoring may be formal or informal but it is 
not always available. The geographic-isolation of many Christians 
in Canada adds a layer of difficulty.    

This is where GLBC comes in. Our courses are available online, 
either from our archives or  live for those who are available when 
the class is being taught. We have a balanced curriculum designed 
to provide Christians with the knowledge and skills they need to 
spread the gospel effectively.  

Please join us for one or more classes, and may God bless all of 
you in your efforts to serve Him! 
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